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UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST 


God is still speaking, y/all 


Learning and Gathering Opportunities for This Week 


TONIGHT! Re-Opening of Churches — Conversation Continues for 
all Church Leaders 


As situations regarding COVID-19 keep changing, moderators and church 
leaders are invited to join in the continued conversation about when and how 
church buildings re-open and in-person worship resumes. Everyone is welcome 
to join the conversation. Join us on Monday, June 29 at 7:00 pm Eastern / 6:00 
pm Central via Zoom. Register online here. 


For All Clergy 


An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 

Tuesdays in June (30) - 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m. Central) 

This week will provide an opportunity to reflect on the past week: acts of racism 
and acts of violence. How do we process the emotions, how do we assist 
people in our congregations, what should we as the SEC Conference be doing? 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 


Council of Conference Ministers webinars for times such as 
these — July 1 


This is an extraordinary time. The COVID-19 pandemic has profoundly 
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reshaped how we live, move and have our being in the world. And we are still 
learning, adapting and creating, and, in some cases ... just surviving. Then, in 
the midst of the pandemic, the killing of George Floyd sparked a new 
emergence of a cry to recognize and oppose racism in all its forms. 


Your Conference Ministers from across the UCC realized that there is a lot of 
experimentation and innovation happening in our churches across this country 
for a time such as these. And, as is the case with such things, some are 
brilliant, and some we won't have to try again. There is a saying: "there is no 
failure only feedback." We've been watching and learning and want to give you 
a chance to share the feedback insights with each other. 


So we are developing a series of webinars that will bring together three to five 
panelists from churches across the country. Each webinar will focus on a 
particular theme hosted by one or more of our Conference Ministers. Panelists 
will share what they did, how they decided to do it and what they learned. You'll 
have the unique opportunity to be inspired, warned and guided. You'll have 
ideas to bring back and modify, adapt or use as is. And if you miss it, they'll be 
recorded and available to view and review later. 


The first webinar will be on July 1 at 3 p.m. ET. "Phasing Forward Towards In- 
Person Worship: Stories of How a Decision Was Made in a Local Church" will 
be hosted by Bridge Conference Minister for Innovation for the Southern New 
England Conference UCC Rev. Don Remick. 


Panelists will share their stories about: 


e What information or guidance did they consider in making their decision? 

e Who did they include in the decision-making process? 

e What perspectives did they seek from the congregation? 

e What engagement did they have with local health agents or board of 
health? 

e How did they communicate their decision to the congregation? 


The intention is not to give advice on what you should do. We are too diverse in 


our geographies, approaches, styles of church and spread of this illness to try 
to give uniform advice. Your best approach is always to contact your 
Conference for their suggestions and guidelines. They are customized to the 
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local context. Rather this is a glimpse of how different churches made their 
decisions. You'll learn insights from their thinking, process and conversations 
that may help you with yours. 


You can register for the webinar at: 
https://usO2web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vIB6kawYQ72J|fpMayMLVw. 
Once the webinar is concluded a link to the recording will be made available to 
your Conference. 


Thursdays for the Soul: Voces, Oraciones y Canciones de 
la Frontera / Voices, Prayers and Songs from the Border — 
July 2 

United Church of Christ Pastoral Leaders reflect, pray, and sing of their 
bicultural/bilingual rootedness as people from the Mexican/U.S. border. A 
spiritual celebration of tradition and hope that transcends time and perseveres 
today. 


Thursdays for the Soul: A webinar series to care for the whole church. Topics 
are wide ranging, and are focused on the spirituality and care of people. 


WHEN: July 02, 2020 at 3:30pm - 4:30pm EST 
REGISTER. 


Register now for SC2ER Summer Institute — July 8 


The United Church of Christ has a long history of working toward addressing 
systemic and institutional racism. In 2003 General Synod 24 adopted a 
resolution calling for the UCC to be an anti-racist church, stating that "racism is 
rooted in a belief of the superiority of whiteness and bestows benefits, 
unearned rights, rewards, opportunities, advantages, access, and privilege on 
Europeans and European descendants. 


In 2018 Sacred Conversations to End Racism (SC2ER), a Restorative Racial 
Justice Journey study guide, was created to address and dismantle racism 
within the Christian Church and society. The study guide and accompanying 
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resources debunks and corrects myths that claim Europeans and Anglo Saxons 
are a dominant culture. 


Participants on the SC2ER journey: 


1. 


5. 
6. 


Explore relevant and practical ways to have conversations that are 
inclusive of diverse cultures and ethnic identities 

Engage with biblical texts regarding equitable treatment of all God’s 
people 

Gain an understanding of the historical and contemporary myths 
associated with race 

Participate in active listening and response techniques 

Learn inclusive non-colonial terms for people groups 

Develop strategies to move from conversations to advocacy and activism 


Register and become part of a listening and learning community. Commit to 


gathering via Zoom video conference for five sessions Wednesdays, from 6- 
7:30 p.m. ET, between July 8 and Aug. 5, and learn best practices towards 
dismantling racism. -> Click here for more information and to register -> 
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